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Classes and Stratums

There are two theoretically divided views of classes: the class theory of Marxism, and the stratum

[stratified] theory found mainly in American sociology.

According to Marxism, the occurrence of class distinction in (a) capitalist society results from the
possession or non-possession of the means of production. The essential question, which determines in
a capitalist society both the degree of possession of economic power and the difference in position
relating to production — as dominator or dominated, as exploiter or exploited — is whether a man
possesses this means or not. The causes of the distinction are not limited to the above, but include the
marked differences in the methods of obtaining a share of the wealth of the society and in the amounts
of the shares obtained (that is, inequality of distribution), as well as in power, in opportunities related
to social intercourse and to other aspects stretching across the whole spectrum of life and living.
Class distinction thus arises between the bourgeoisie, or capitalist class, who possess the means of
production, and the proletariat, or labor class, who do not, and so cannot live without peddling their

labor.

Since the cause of such distinction is the mechanism of capitalist production, the conflict of interests
between the major classes, capital and labor, is considered to make class conflicts, and in their wake,

revolution, sooner or later unavoidable.
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