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Ethiopian Time Travel

The Omo River empties into Lake Turkana, not far from where Ethiopia, South Sudan, and
Kenya come together. The river valley is difficult to reach; from Addis Ababa the road trip
takes the better part of three days, much of it a jolting endurance trail. But tourists began to

trickle in 20 years ago, and now an estimated 20,000 stream through annually.

In this valley, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the oldest remains of Homo sapiens have
been found, dating back some 195,000 years. DNA evidence suggests every person on Earth
today is related to a nameless woman who once lived here. The valley is arguably the true
Garden of Eden. Though rugged and wild, it has a green beauty that by itself could draw

adventures.

The most powerful lure, however, is the 16 ethnic groups that make the southern Omo Valley
the most genetically and linguistically diverse area on Earth. To visit them in some ways feels

more like time travel than tourism.

Most of the valley’s inhabitants live in huts built from sticks and mud, a pre-industrial world
where electricity and running water seem almost unimaginable. Their scraps of clothing are
made from animal skins; children run naked. Some tribes subsist on a handful of crops such
as maize and sorghum, supplementing their diets with occasional meat from scrawny goats

Oor cows.

(San Diego Reader, [Ethiopian Time Travel ], http:/www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2012/jun/29/travel-ethiopia-time-travel-omo-river-valley/, 2014.1.10)
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