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On a global scale, water vapor, carbon dioxide (CO,), and other gases in the atmosphere play
a role analogous to that of the glass in a greenhouse. Therefore, they are called greenhouse
gases (GHGs).

(Richard T. Wright %, [Environmental Science), PEARSON, 2005 4i)
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Apart from the atmosphere's role as the source of the gases necessary to life, it acts as a
great shield against a perpetual bombardment of meteors and deadly rays and particles.
Friction with the atmosphere causes all except the largest meteorites to burn themselves out

before reaching the surface.
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"Acid rain" is a broad term used to describe several ways that acids fall out of the
atmosphere. Amore precise term is acid deposition, which has two parts: wet and dry.
Wet deposition refers to acidic rain, fog and snow. Dry deposition refers to acidic gases and

particles.
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